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www.sciencedirect.comEDITORIALBuilding a vision for the Saudi Dental JournalMy role as the new Editor-in-Chief of the Saudi Dental Jour-
nal (SDJ) is a great honor and an exhilarating challenge. SDJ
had 22 years of distinguished history and this was made possi-
ble by the valuable commitment and steadfastness of its pre-
vious Editor-in-Chiefs and Editorial Board members.
I am so pleased to be given this opportunity to build a new
vision for SDJ. The evaluation and assessment of current sta-
tus was my ﬁrst step. It is logic that before SDJ gets on with its
ambitious journey; it must realize what its starting point is and
how its current performance will support the future. However,
in order to evaluate SDJ in international terms, a benchmark-
ing exercise was conducted. SDJ was benchmarked against
eight international dental journals along 10 criteria. Through
these actions we have set three strategic objectives that are en-
suring SDJ’s journey to becoming an internationally recog-
nized journal. The objectives were as follows:
 To increase the number of high quality articles published in
the SDJ
 To increase the citation of the SDJ articles and building
impact factor
 To enhance the selection and review process
Published quarterly, the journal focuses exclusively on
bringing scientiﬁc information to the readership in a fresh
and unbiased manner. The Editorial Board was re-organized
to make changes particularly in the management and review
process and concerns itself with the quality of the content of
the journal. The Board will not only be involved in the delib-
eration of the papers but will also be involved from the initial
submission of the manuscript.
The journal is trying to achieve an escalating international
proﬁle within the diverse specialties of dentistry. All scientiﬁc
papers will be refereed by a minimum of two local and interna-
tional experts but will often be reviewed by the Section Editor
in addition to the Editor and the Biostatistician.1013-9052 ª 2010 King Saud University. All rights reserved. Peer-
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Production and hosting by ElsevierAs of 2010, we began using the Elsevier Editorial System
(EES), an online submission and review system that is straight-
forward and user-friendly. With this system, the publication
period will be shortened and will have a very positive impact
on the journal and authors.
With EES, the entire submission and review process is
handled electronically. Authors submit their articles online
simply by registering, logging in, and submitting. It is impor-
tant however, that authors should follow the ‘‘Guidelines to
Authors’’ to speed up the progress of the submitted papers.
Editors then invite potential reviewers by e-mail. Reviewers
view submissions online or print out the PDF from the website
and enter their reports online. To submit articles, please visit
the following URL:
http://ees.elsevier.com/sdentj/
In the last few months, the journal attracted very strong
articles from national and international researchers. You will
ﬁnd some of them in this issue. I am sure some of the published
articles in SDJ will be of interest to you that you may cite in
your upcoming research papers.
To view the SDJ articles you may please visit the following
URLs:
http://www.sdsjournal.org/saudi-dental-journal.html
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/10139052
The impact factor of a journal is the quantitative measure
in evaluating the relative importance of scientiﬁc journals.
Raising the SDJ’s impact factor would not only be advanta-
geous to the journal but for the authors, in particular. When
referring to the list of articles, an author can determine who
made reference to your work making way for increasing com-
munications and awareness of implications or developments in
the speciﬁc study you have made.
We are constantly striving to improve the coverage and
quality of the editorial content. But above all, we will continue
to be what our mission statement at the beginning set out to be
– an essential reference journal promoting excellence to all
dental practitioners with editorially independent articles cover-
ing the full range of research, clinical and management topics.
The Saudi Dental Journal is the ﬁrst journal in the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia which targets all aspects of the dental
152 Editorialpractice and has always ensured that its readers are kept fully
abreast of the latest developments in clinical and management
techniques and the maintenance of a proﬁtable practice.
Finally, this journal will be subject to a process of review,
alteration and development in response to the views and re-
quirements of its readership. We welcome all comments and
recommendations. May I corroborate my commitment to
making this journal an international achievement. I lookforward to receiving manuscripts and papers from all parts
of the world.
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